Anesthetic management for tracheobronchial laser surgery.
The use of the laser has become a well-recognized means of treating obstructing lesions of the tracheobronchial tree. Patients with lower airway compromise are in a precarious state of equilibrium. Everything done by the endoscopy-anesthesiology team tends to change this balance. Cooperation and coordination of this well-disciplined team is needed for efficient treatment of difficult cases. This paper outlines our surgical techniques, which have been tempered and modified to an anesthetic technique that provides the greatest safety with comfort. We detail the basic anesthetic methods for drug usage, pulmonary ventilation, and patient monitoring that we now use. A careful analysis of our results is presented to show that this technique does provide relatively safe anesthesia in this difficult setting.